
Twelve-month community dialogue on ideas.la2b.org
ThinkLab Community Workshops (February 25 and March 3, 2012) 
 Van Nuys, Downtown, Miracle Mile, & Pacoima
Ideal Car Free Day Contest
Great Streets, Great Neighborhoods Activity Kit outreach

Goals, objectives, policies and program development
Street Design Manual
Environmental analysis
Develop implementation strategy

Finalize Plan & environmental documents
Public workshops & hearings
Adoption process (City Planning Commission & City Council)

We need all the public input we can get in order to create a transportation plan that suits 
everyone’s needs. Your ideas will help shape the direction of our mobility plan for the future. 
Use this community toolkit, which consists of the following three activities, to tell us what you 
think:

 
Please return the completed activity sheets in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope 
by September 1, 2012. Additional copies of the activity kit can be found online at LA2B.org/
participate/kit. For any questions, contact Jane Choi at (213) 978-1194 or jane.choi@lacity.org.
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CONGESTION, SPRAWL, 
SMOG, FREEWAYS. THESE 
CHARACTERISTICS HAVE 
DEFINED LOS ANGELES.

BUT THE TIMES 
HAVE CHANGED. 

TODAY, ANGELENOS 
ENVISION A BETTER 
TRANSPORTATION 

FUTURE.

NEW
MOBILITY 
ELEMENT

Measure R will bring about 
the Expo Line, Westside 
Subway, Crenshaw Line, 
Gold Line Extension, and 
Regional Connector.4

We overcame 
Carmageddon.7

LA is second in the 
nation in public transit 
usage and coverage1.

Angelenos want cleaner air, 
safer streets, more walkable 
neighborhoods, and more 
transportation choices.6

Over 
100,000 
attend 
CicLAvia.10

Streets for People 
project creates 
Sunset Triangle 
Plaza in Silverlake.8

LA bike share 
program 
announced. Car 
share expands.9

LA 2010 Bicycle Plan 
adopted 1,684 miles of 
bike paths, lanes, sharrows 
and bicycle friendly streets.3

LA has the highest 
levels of ozone, an 
air pollutant, in the 
nation.2

LA is first in the 
nation for the 
most stressful 
commute.1

$3 billion is lost each year in 
LA from the 64 hours spent 
in traffic delay by the average 
person.1

California’s Complete 
Streets Act of 
2008 requires LA 
to accommodate 
pedestrians, bicyclists, 
cars, transit, and trucks 
in City streets.5

LA’s General Plan Elements set goals, objectives, policies, and programs for 
the future growth and development of the city. They are updated periodically to 
reflect our City’s ever-changing needs. 

Last updated in 1999, the Transportation Element of the General Plan is 
being recast as the City’s Mobility Element. In this update we’re focusing on 
expanding the range of mobility choices available to all Angelenos. We aim to 
create safe and accessible streets and re-imagine them as public space. 

With our LA/2B outreach campaign, we are inviting Angelenos to participate in 
shaping this mobility plan through a number of ways: community workshops, 
an online town hall, and now, our Great Streets, Great Neighborhoods Activity 
Kit.

     REDEFINING MOBILITY AND PLACEMAKING IN LA

LA/2B The road ahead.

Sources:
1 Urban Mobility Report 2010
2 American Lung Association
3 planning.lacity.org/cwd/gnlpln/transelt/NewBikePlan/TOC_BicyclePlan.htm
4 www.metro.net/projects/measurer
5 calbike.org/completestreets.htm
6. ideas.la2b.org
7 www.latimes.com/news/local/carmageddon
8 livingstreetsla.org
9 www.theatlanticcities.com/commute/2012/04/bike-sharing-coming-los-
angeles/1768
10 articles.latimes.com/2012/apr/16/local/la-me-0416-ciclavia-20120416
Artwork credit: GOOD/Corps, Brian Gossett



A. SHARE YOUR VISION

VISION

SHARE YOUR VISION Activity A

Imagine that you are the director of transportation planning in Los Angeles—the future of the City’s streets and 
transportation system are in your hands. What would your L.A. of the future look like? How would people get 
around? What would the City’s public streets be used for?

Take a few minutes to brainstorm and write your response. Include illustrations if you like.

Please return the completed activity sheets in the enclosed 
self-addressed, stamped envelope by September 1, 2012. 
Additional copies of the activity kit can be found online at 
LA2B.org/participate/kit. For any questions, contact Jane Choi 
at (213) 978-1194 or jane.choi@lacity.org.

Have further comments? Write them here:



DEFINE

Now take a couple of minutes to think about your own neighborhood. Consider the role your streets play in 
shaping how your neighborhood feels.

What is your definition of a “livable neighborhood”? Write your definition below.

SHARE YOUR VISION Activity A Activity A SHARE YOUR VISION

IDEAS FOR 
LIVABLE  
NEIGHBORHOODS

We posed a similar question to our online Town Hall (ideas.la2b.org) participants: 
What transportation and land use features contribute to a livable neighborhood?

        The 5 most popular features were:

         1. Safe streets for biking and walking
         2. Access to transit
         3. Access to goods and services
         4. Access to parks and open space
         5. Sidewalks and street trees

        (142 votes total)

1. 4th Street Neighborhood 
Greenway project rendering 
Source: Los Angeles County 
Bicycle Coalition

2. Tarzana Crossing open 
space example
Source: Tarzana Crossing 
TOD Study Final Report

3. El Sereno Street Plaza 
rendering
Source: Living Streets LA 
Manual

4. Figueroa Street rendering 
Source: My Fig Project



RATE YOUR PRIORITIES Activity B

B. RATE YOUR PRIORITIES

STREET FUNCTION

Did you know that streets serve a multitude of functions? Take a moment to rate each of the following statements 
about streets on a scale from 1 to 10, with 10 meaning you strongly agree and 1 meaning you strongly disagree. 

Streets are for getting from Point A to Point 
B as FAST as possible.

Streets are for CONNECTING me to family, 
friends, work, shopping, and home.

Streets should be SAFE for everyone, 
especially for children and the elderly.

Streets should ENCOURAGE gathering, 
meeting of friends, recreation, shopping, 
and dining.

Streets should be ACCESSIBLE to 
everyone.

Streets are for  
DRIVING.

Streets are for  
BICYCLING.

Streets are for  
MOVING BUSES.

Streets are for  
STROLLING, WALKING, OR 
JOGGING.

Streets are for 
TRANSPORTING GOODS.

CHANGES

WALK TO ___________________________ IF ______________________________________.
(e.g., I would walk to school if traffic were calmer and pollution decreased.)
 

BIKE TO ____________________________ IF ______________________________________.
(e.g., I would bike to the park if a protected bicycle lane existed.)
 

TAKE TRANSIT TO ____________________ IF ______________________________________.
(e.g., I would take transit to the grocery store if my local bus stop were nicer.)

I WOULD...

From our outreach, we have heard that many Angelenos would walk, bike, and take transit more 
frequently if only there were certain improvements. What changes would compel you to walk, bike, 
or take transit more frequently? Complete the following sentences.

Please return the completed activity sheets in the enclosed 
self-addressed, stamped envelope by September 1, 2012. 
Additional copies of the activity kit can be found online at 
LA2B.org/participate/kit. For any questions, contact Jane Choi 
at (213) 978-1194 or jane.choi@lacity.org.



RATE YOUR PRIORITIES Activity B Activity B RATE YOUR PRIORITIES

YOUR PRIORITIES

The City of Los Angeles will create goals, objectives, policies, and programs for its future 
transportation system. Here are some of the priorities we have heard from our online town hall and 
community workshops. Rank each of the following priorities in order of importance to you, 
with 1 meaning most important and 5 meaning least important.

A healthy city that engages in active transportation 
* Advance pedestrian and bicyclist safety with the vision to reduce collision and fatalities to zero
* Encourage walking and bicycling as a means to promote healthy and sustainable communities

A city with a diverse complement of safe, reliable, and accessible transit options 
* Encourage the growth of mobility hubs where the public can conveniently switch between  
   transportation modes from bicycle to bus, car, rail, or other future modes
* Connect people with transit that is time competitive with travel by car

A city with sustainable, well-maintained, and high-quality streets 
* Establish a funding mechanism for capital improvements and street maintenance
* Consistent flow for cars, bicycles, pedestrians, and buses
* Enhance economic vitality

Integrate land use and transportation planning and implementation 

* Reform parking policy to help reduce traffic congestion, pollution, and auto dependency
* Encourage the development of amenities and supportive land uses to create a comfortable and 
   convenient public transportation experience

Consider and manage streets as public space 

* Allow streets to be used for public events such as CicLAvia
* Encourage the growth of street activity, outdoor dining, and parklets

During the outreach process for the Mobility Element, we have heard 
support for creating separate networks of streets that prioritize a particular 
mode of transportation. What do you think of the following ideas?

THE STREETS NETWORK

1. Develop a vision for a connected network of transit priority streets (Streets that 
include lanes just for buses) to connect major destinations and provide efficient, 
frequent, and reliable service. 

Do you like this idea?  yes / no (circle one) 

If so, which streets should the City consider? 

2. Build on the 2010 Bicycle Plan to develop a vision for a connected network of 
bicycle priority streets that provide dedicated bicycle lanes (separate from cars) that 
connect schools, parks, jobs, and housing.  

Do you like this idea?  yes / no (circle one)

If so, which streets should the City consider? 

3. Develop a vision for a connected network of parks and trails. 

Do you like this idea?  yes / no (circle one)  
If you answered yes to the question above, do you think we should carve out space from 
our streets for these too?  yes / no  (circle one) 
If you answered yes to the question above, do you think the connected network of parks 
and trails should be the same as our bicycle priority streets?  yes / no (circle one)

Street Name:                                                     From:                                  To:

Street Name:                                                     From:                                  To:


